
FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE STATE PARK

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held at The Folly, Sunday 16th November, 2025

1. The Chair, Artur Muchow, welcomed everyone
2. Attendees: Artur Muchow, John Young, Gray Ardern, Tony Oliver, Lyn Moore, Leon Moore, Joy 

Hick, Robyn Hull, Sybille Ims, Diane and John Baird, Jan Falconer, Jeff Cranston,  Don Vincent,  
Linda and Peter Rogan, Kelvin Watkins

3. Apologies:  Phil Rance, Carolyn Noel, Caitriona Young, Cathy Willis, Josh Revell, Caitriona 
Young, Lorraine Rath, Alwynne Buntine, Louise Clear, Marie Krause, Carol Page, Lynda 
Chambers, Belinda Kopietz, Pam Von Drehnen, Barrie Taylor

4. Minutes of Previous AGM – 17th November 2024
a. Moved Artur that the minutes be accepted, seconded by Don Vincent. Carried. 
b. Business arising – Nil

5. Reports – all attached in full
a. The Year in Review – presented by Gray Ardern 
b. PV Rangers Report – presented by Gray Ardern for Phil Rance
c. TAG Report – presented by Don Vincent
d. Nursery Report – presented by Gray Ardern for Josh Revell
e. Treasurer’s Report – Tony Oliver

Moved Artur Muchow that the reports be received. Seconded by Sybille Ims. Carried

Other Business

Election of Committee of Management

Jan Falconer took over from the Chair and declared all committee positions vacant. 
Nominations were received from Arthur Muchow, Tony Oliver, Jeff Cranston, Gray Ardern, Lyn 
Moore, and  Joy Hick. There were no further nominations and the new committee is therefore:

Artur Muchow -Secretary

Tony Oliver – Treasurer

Committee Members –  Jeff Cranston,  Gray Ardern,  Lyn Moore and Joy Hick.

With the business of the meeting completed, Artur thanked everyone for their attendance and 
declared the meeting closed at 5.40 pm.



FOWSP AGM 16TH November 2025

The Year in Review – presented by Gray Ardern
As always, we thank Ranger Team Leader Warren Murphy for allowing us to play our part in 
maintaining and improving our beloved Warrandyte State Park.

Thanks also to our patient, ever-willing Contact Ranger, Phil Rance. No matter how much his time and 
energy is stretched, he always revs up and makes time for us. You can gain some idea from his 
report, although it modestly underplays his role.

Thanks to Cam Beardsell for his enthusiastic dissertations on botany, ecology, local history and many 
other topics.

And thanks to the invaluable Colin Bromiley, whom we missed while he was on leave. We are so 
happy to have him back again!

Financially we are in the best position ever, as you will see from our Hon Treasurer’s report.

The Nursery is literally flourishing, as you will learn from our Nursery Manager’s Report, and the 
Thursday Activity Groups have gone from strength to strength. 

Under Don’s management they have gone from me deciding on the TAG as I walked to the Nursery, 
to an ambitious programme made a year ahead. Don’s report will give some idea of the depth and 
scope of this year’s programme.

In the past I have tended to emphasise how much FOWSP does for the Park, and how much the 
members do for FOWSP – but, for a change, I’d like to draw attention to what FOWSP does for its 
members. The benefits include:

1. An opportunity to contribute to a worthwhile enterprise,
2. A chance to learn new skills and knowledge; and to do meaningful work in Nature, with 

likeminded people,
3. But, above all, there are a number of what might be termed psychosocial benefits –

a. An opportunity to meet new people who share at least a few important values and 
interest – to enjoy their coming and make new friends. The conventional view is that it 
becomes more difficult to make new friends as we age, but that is not what I see from 
week to week.

b. Much has been spoken and written about the “Epidemic of Loneliness” – well folks, we 
have the antidote! Just turn up at 9.30 am on a Thursday for the good medicine!

4. Which somehow brings me to what for many is the highlight of our Thursday workdays: 
Morning Tea, when Sybille’s inspired catering is the accompaniment for enthusiastic and 
freewheeling conversation.

Thanks to Lynda Chambers, our multitalented, industrious Nursery Assistant, who has a phenomenal 
range of abilities that she is willing to draw upon for us; and who is always calm and approachable, 
no matter how much pressure she is under.

Finally, I whish to thank Josh Revell, our Nursery Manager, for devotion way beyond the call of duty. 
For knowledge of our local flora he is unsurpassed – even professional botanists consult him!

By patient experimentation he has worked out propagation techniques for many temperamental 
species. I’ve just used the word patient – and patient is the word for his gentle, attentive approach to 
customers and volunteers, no matter how insistent or demanding they may be.

As I always conclude, forgive me for failing to thank the many to whom thanks are due – rest assured 
you are appreciated for helping to make this such a great year.
























